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Los Gatos Creek Underpass Storm Drain Mural Art Project to Raise Awareness
about Connection to Our Local Waterways!
South Bay Clean Creeks Coalition
Contact: Steve Holmes
Executive Director
s.holmes@sbcleancreeks.com
Date of Request for Proposals Release: Sept 9th, 2020
First Review of Proposals: Oct 4th, 2020, 5:00 p.m.
Call to Artists
The South Bay Clean Creeks Coalition
(Coalition) and the West Valley Clean
Water Program Authority (Authority), in
partnership with the City of Campbell are
inviting proposals for an underpass mural
on the Los Gatos Creek Trail. The site is
underneath Creekside Bridge in Campbell.
The mural will be installed on the east facing
support wall under the bridge. The site
provides a placement for art in an area
approximately 25’ H x 50’ W. The actual
dimension of the mural are from the top of
the wall down 16’ by the full width of the wall
or 50’. For ease of graffiti removal, if
needed, the lower section of the wall shall
be painted using a less detailed design that
ties into the upper mural and can be easily
repainted if needed
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Site. Los Gatos Creek Trail
Underneath Creekside Bridge

Project Description
The art should reflect the overall theme of “Only Rain in the Storm Drain.” Many residents do not
recognize the variety of life that exists in and around a healthy creek. Unfortunately, they also do
not realize that whatever water goes down a storm drain leads directly to the creek, not a waste
water treatment plant. Urban creeks in particular, are susceptible to pollutants like litter,
oil/gas/grease from cars, dirt or sediment from construction sites, fertilizers, and pet waste.
Artists are encouraged to think creatively and translate that creativity into a strong message that
will cause others to think when they see the artwork. The art is to be centered on the following:
1. Raising awareness of storm drains as a connection to our local waterways that support

habitat for healthy fish, birds, plants, and other wildlife.

2. Encouraging citizens to care for and protect their local streams through conservation and

restoration.

3. Celebrating community involvement, volunteering and making a difference in the

community.

Another undertaking of this project that is highly desirable is to involve youth or the community in
the mural creation. The involvement of a youth program or the community can be simplistic or
involve more in-depth involvement in the mural creation.
Selection Process
1. A Public Art Review Committee (PARC), comprised of staff from the Departments of Public
Works, Recreation and Community Services, and Community Development review the
proposals and select 2-3 concepts to engage the community in a social media vote.
2. The City of Campbell’s Civic Improvement Commission receive an informational update on
the project and the short-listed proposals.
3. The community is engaged in a social media vote on the selected concepts.
4. The artist’s proposal with the most likes is selected to complete the art installation.
Budget
The total budget for the project is $8,000. The artist with the winning proposal is to receive an
honorarium up to $6,000. The final artist stipend is to be determined when project costs are final.
The honorarium is to cover the costs of all artists’ fees including design and labor for the
installation, all paint materials and tools to complete the project, and up to two touch ups (as
needed). Costs such as insurance, taxes, studio overhead, and miscellaneous items are not
eligible for inclusion. The remaining budget is to support wall preparation, paint, anti-graffiti
coating, on-going maintenance and removal (if needed). The wall is to be prepped in advance for
artist; power washed, primer coated with scaffolding installed.
The agreement with the artist is anticipated to be short term, no more than five years. The City is
to retain the right to remove the mural if needed at any time, for any reason. Following the term
of the agreement, the Coalition and the Authority is to work in collaboration with the City of
Campbell to determine whether to remove the installation or provide on-going support for
maintenance of the mural.
Artist(s) Eligibility
1. This request for proposals (RFP) is an invite for all artist(s) in the San Francisco Bay Area.
2. Local artist(s) are highly sought-after for this project and will receive local preference.
3. Artist teams are eligible for the project.
4. This RFP is open to artists 18 years of age and older.
5. Artist(s) must have proof of liability insurance.
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6. The site is accessed from the trail on the opposite creek bank by navigating down over large
boulders under the bridge then passing across the shallow creek (8-12” Depth). The artist is
required to paint the mural from scaffolding as high as 25 feet up from the ground.” The artist
must acknowledge the willingness to access the site and paint from a scaffold.
Proposals to include:
1. Artist/Artists’ Statement of interest (250 words or less).
2. Project description, including a sketch of proposed art, description of materials, and plan (if
any) for engaging youth groups or the community.
3. A recommended maintenance plan for art. This plan should address: Protective coating for
graffiti removal and UV-protectant coating. Plan for maintenance and reapplication if required.
At what point would it be expected to require replacement? If that is difficult to determine, it
needs to be noted (with explanation). Proposals should include, if possible, procedures for
when tagging/graffiti occurrences happen.
4. Resume or short biography.
5. Up to three (3) high resolution jpeg images of previous pieces: labeled with piece name, date
created, location of piece, materials used.
6. Budget breakdown which includes the design fee and material costs.
7. Proof of liability insurance.
Criteria Selection
Art selection will be judged on a weighted system based on the following criteria (in no particular
order):
Criteria
Completeness of Proposal (does it include all 7 requested elements?)
Art Piece Content: Does the art piece interpret the environment and have a
Stormwater and stewardship theme?
Plan to Engage Community Groups
Prevention/Maintenance Plan
Artist’s/Artists’ Living and Work Location. (City of Campbell preference)
Maximum Points Possible

Points
15 points
15 points
10 points
5 points
5 points
50 points

Estimated Timeline
The timeline includes estimated dates for the following milestones, as they apply:
1. Submission deadline: Oct 4th 2020
2. Public Art Review Committee (PARC) selects top 2-3 proposals: October
3. Civic Improvement Commission receives informational item: October
4. Social media vote: November
5. Final Artist Selected: November
6. Artist(s) Notified: November
7. Artist(s) contracts finalized and signed: November
8. Civic Improvement Commission receives informational item: November
9. Installation: As weather permits
10. Unveiling and Celebration: TBD
Note: The installation could be delayed to spring due to unanticipated schedule delays, inclement
fall weather or other essential service priorities.
Resources for Questions
For questions or additional information, please contact Steve Holmes at (408) 529-4460.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Below please find a list of questions and responses received to the request for
proposals for the mural art project alongside the Los Gatos Creek Trail in the City of
Campbell. The responses are provided for informational purposes and is hereby made
part of the RFP document.
1. How detailed does the budget need to be? The South Bay Clean Creeks
Coalition (SBCC) is requesting a simple accounting to demonstrate that
the artist has a good understanding of expenses related to the project.
2. Clarification “what does ‘up to $6000’ in artist honorarium” mean? This is the
minimum target of funding we will provide the artist for the project. SBCC
is working on securing donors to provide some items like scaffolding at
no cost. SBCC is trying eliminate some costs which will increase the
honorarium to the artist.

3. What is meant by “paint”, is that paint for a mural? Yes.
4. "The remaining budget is to support wall preparation, paint, anti-graffiticoating,
on-going maintenance, and removal (if needed)." SBCC is trying to minimize
these fees through donations.

5. What would the cause of the need for "touch up," does this come from the
$2,000 portion of the overall budget? The SBCC’s mural at Leigh Ave has
experienced some tagging. SBCC would like to work with the artist to
develop a plan should this occur. The plan would have time limits on this
commitment.
6. Will scaffolding be preinstalled? Yes.

7. How will access to the site be provided? Access will be provided from the
parking lot across the creek from the mural wall. The water levels in this
stretch are approximately 6-8" in depth. Rubber boots would be needed
to cross the creek.
8. Will there be a spot on-site to store the materials or will the need to be
removed each day? Securing of paint and materials must be provided by
the artist. SBCC will not provide storage of materials.

9. Clarification on the less detailed design for the lower portion. Should the
mural be tagged, it is believed that it will occur in the lower areas. To
simplify repair, it is anticipated that the upper 2/3 portion will have
greater details, while the lower 1/3 of the mural will be more basic and
easier to repair if tagged.
10. When do you do artists receive payment? At the start of painting the mural
weather permitting? SBCC will work with the artist and is flexible to an
incremental payment schedule.

11. Will the non-selected finalist of the narrowed down three artists receive
compensation for their design? No, only the final selected artist will receive
the honorarium.
12. I don’t currently have liability insurance right now. I would get it if my mural gets

accepted, but I am wondering if this will negatively affect my place in the
selection process. We understand most don't have this type of insurance.
Only necessary for artist selected for project.

